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They gape at rich revenues which you hold, 

And fain would nibble at your grandame gold. Dryden. 
J 3 ut if you would be nibbling, here is a hand to flay your 
ft °p, ach '. , . Dryderis Don Sebajlian. 

Plunging himfelf in mud, and then lifting up his head a 
httlc, he calls out the Paid firing ; which the little filhes 
takm gj° r u a w orm, and nibbling at it, he immediately plucks 
them both in together. GWr Ufatnu 

2. To carp at; to find fault with. 

Inflead-of returning a full anfwer to my book, he mani- 
feilly falls a nibbling at one fingle paffage in it. Tilkt. Pref. 

xTTrnr ER j ”'/ rfr°“»0 One that bites by little at a time. 
NICE. adj. [nej-e, Saxon, foft.] 

t. Accurate in judgment to minute cxaftnefs ; fuperfluoufly 
exadt. It is often ufed to exprefs a culpable delicacy. 

Such a man was Argalus, as hardly the nicejl eye can find 

P °L m -, n , Sidney. 

He that ltands upon a (lipp’ry place, 

Makes nice of no vile hold to flay him up. Sha. K. John 
Nor be fo nice in tafle myfelf to -know. 

If what I fwallow be a thrufh or no. Dryd. Perfus. 

Thus critics, of lefs judgment than caprice. 

Curious, not knowing, not exaft, but nice, 

Form fhort ideas, and offend in arts, 

As mod in manners, by a love to parts. Pope on Crit. 

Our author, happy in a judge fo nice. 

Produc’d his play, and begg’d the knight’s advice. Pope. 

2. Delicate ; fcrupuloufly and minutely cautious. 

The letter was not nice, but full of charge 
Of dear import. Shake/. Romeo and Juliet. 

Dear love ! continue nice and chafte ; 

For if you yield, you do me wrong ; 

Let duller wits to love’s end hafle, 

I have enough to woo thee long. Donne. 

Of honour men at firfl like women nice,, 

Raife maiden ferupics at unpradis’d vice. E. Hatlifax. 
Having been compiled by Gratian, in an ignorant age, we 
ought not to be too nice in examining it. Baker 

3. Fallidious j fqueamifh. 

God hath here 

Varied his bounty fo with new delights. 

As may compare with heaven j and to tafle. 

Think not I fhall be nice. Milt. Par. Lojl. 

4. Ealily injured ; delicate. 

With how much eafe is a young mufe betray’d ? 

How nice the reputation of the maid ? Rofcommon. 

5. Formed with minute exadnefs. 

Indulge me but in love, my other paflions 
Shall rife and fall by virtue’s nicejl rules. Addifon's Cato. 

6. Requiring fcrupulous exadnefs. 

Suppofing an injury done, it is a nice point to proportion 
the reparation to the degree of the indignity. L'Ejhunge. 

My progrefs in making this nice and troublefome experi¬ 
ment, I have fet down more at large. Newton's Opt, 

7. Refined. 

A nice and fubtile happinefs I fee 
Thou to thyfelf propofefl, in the choice 
Of thy aflociates, Adam; and wilt tafle 
No pleafure, tho’ in pleafure folitary. Milt. P. Lojl. 

8. Having lucky hits. This fignification is not in ufe. 

When my hours 

Were nice and lucky, men cid ranfom lives 
Of me for jells. Shake/. Ant. and Cleopatra. 

Ni'cely. adv. [from nice.] 
j. Accurately; minutely; fcrupuloufly. 

Thefe kind of knaves in this plainnefs 
Harbour more craft, and more corrupter ends. 

Than twenty filky ducking obfervants 

That flretch their duties nicely. Shakefpcare's K. Lear. 

What mean thofe ladies which, as tho’ 

They were to take a clock to pieces, go 
So nicely about the bride ? Donne. 

He ought to fludy the grammar of his own tongue, that 
he may undcrlland his own country-fpcech nicely , and fpeak 
it properly. Locke. 

The next thing of which the dofes ought to be nief/y de¬ 
termined, are opiates. Arbuthnot on Coins. 

At nicety carving fhew thy wit; 

But ne’er prefume to eat a bit. Swift's Mifcell. 

2. Delicately. 

The inconveniences attending the bell of governments, 
we quickly feel, and arc nicely fenfible of the mare that we 
bear in them. Attcrbury. 

Ni'ceness. n.f. [fr6m nice.] 

1. Accuracy ; minute exadnefs. 

Where’s now that labour’d nicenefs in thy drefs. 

And all thofe arts that did the fpark exprefs. Dryden. 

2 . Superfluous delicacy or exadnefs. 

A flrange nicenefs were it in me to refrain that from the 
ears of a perfon reprefenting fo much worthinefs, which I 
am glad even to rocks and woods to utter. Sidney. 
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Unlike the nicenefs of our modern dames. 

Affected nymphs with new affected names! n,.,, 

_ Nor place them where >' Jen - 

Roall crabs offend the nicenefs of their nofe n , 

Ni cety. n.f. [from nice.] ' Dryden. 

1. Minute accuracy of thought. 

this l uet J of his judgment confined only to 
ture, but was the fame in all other parts of art. ' p 

2. Accurate performance. ^ rMr . 

As for the workmanlhip of the old Roman pillar, a 
ancients have not kept to the nicety of proportion Jd ' 
rules of art fo much as the moderns. 1 7 e 

3 - Fallidious delicacy; fqueamiibnefs. Jm ° n H 

He them with fpecches meet 
Does fair intreat; no courting nicety , 

But fimple true, and eke unfeigned fweet. r • 

So love doth loath difdainful nicety. sP t 

4. Minute obfervation ; punctilious diferimination ; fubtilw 

If reputation attend thefe conquells, which depend on t,V 
finenefs and niceties of words, it is no wonder if the wit nf 
men fo employed, Ihould perplex and lublitizc the fimifir, 
tion of founds. £ 7 " 

His conclufions are not built upon any niceties, or foldin' 
and uncommon appearances, but on the moil f, mp ] e J 
obvious circumllances of thefe terreirrial bodies. JVoodw 

5. Delicate management’; cautious treatment. 


Swift's Poems. 


Love fuch nicety requires. 

One blaft will put out all tys fires'. 

6. Effeminate foftnefs. 

7. Niceties, in the plural, is generally applied to dainties or 
delicacies in eating. 

Nichar. n.f. 

The characters are : it hath a polypetalous or a monope- 
talous flower, cut very deeply into fevcral i'egmcnts, but is 
almoft of an anomalous figure ; from whofe calyx arifes the 
pointal, which afterwards becomes a pod, befet all over with 
prickles, in which are contained one or two round hard feeds. 

Miller. 

NICHE, n.f. [French.] A hollow in which a flatuemay 
be placed. 

Niches, containing figures of white Hone or marble, Ihould 
not be coloured in their concavity too black. IVotten. 

They not from temples, nor from gods refrain, 

But the pocr lares from the niches feize, 

If they be little images that pleafe. Dryden. 

On the fouth a long majeftic race 
Of ^Egypt’s priefts, the gilded niches grace. Pope. 

The heirs to titles and large eftates arc well enough qua¬ 
lified to read pamphlets againft religion and high-dying; 
whereby they fill their niches, and carry thcmfelvcs through 
the world with that dignity which bell becomes a fenator 
and a fquire. Sivift's Mifcellatiits. 

NICK, n.f [niche, Teutonick, the twinkling of an eye.] 

1. Exact point of time at which there is ncceflity or convenience. 

That great inllrument of Hate had foreknowledge of it, 
but fullered the fatal thread to be fpun out ro that length 
for forne politick refpeds, and then to cut it off in the very 
nick. House!s Vocal For j- 

What in our watches that in us is found. 

So to the height and nick we up be wound, 

No matter by what I rand or trick. Stickling 

That trick, l 

Had it come in the nick, r 

Had touch’d us to the quick. Denham. J 

Though dame fortune teem to fmile, 

And leer upon him for a while ; 

She’ll after fhew him in the nick 

Of all his glories a dog trick. Hudibras , p. i. cant. 3. 

And fomc with fymbols, figns, and tricks, 

Engrave^ in planetary nicks. 

With their own influences will fetch them 
Down from their orbs, arrell and catch them. p'id. 
This nick of time is the critical occafion for the gainn g 
of a point. L Ejlrang- 

2. A notch cut in any thing. [Corrupted from nock or notch. J 

3. A fcore; a reckoning. , £ 

Launce his man told me, he lov’d her art of all nick, 0 a - 

4. A winning throw, [niche, Fr. a ludicrous trick.J 

Come, l'cven’s the main, 

Cries Ganymede; the ufual trick 
Seven, flur a fix, eleven a nick. 

To Nick. v. a. [from the noun.] 

1. To hit; to touch luckily ; to perform by fome flight ar 
•ufed at the lucky moment. 

Is not the winding up of witnefs .. 

A nicking more than half the bus’ncfs ? hudibras, P- • 
The juft feafon of doing things mull be nick d, and an * 


Prior. 


I ”5 . q 

UEjlrange, Fable 



2, To cut in nicks or notches. 
2 
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His beard they have fing’d off with brands of fire; 

And ever as it blaz’d they threw on him 
Great pails of puddled mire to quench the hair. 

My mailer preaches patience, and the while 
His man with feiffars nicks him like a fool. Shakefpeii> 

Breaks watchmen’s heads, and chairmen’s glafles. 

And thence proceeds to nicking failles. Prior. 

5. To fuit, as tallies cat in nicks. 

y Words nicking and rcfembling one another, are applicable 
to different fignifications. Camden's Remains. 

4 . To defeat or cozen, as at dice ; to difappoint by fome trick 
or unexpected turn. 

Why Ihould he follow you ? 

The itch of his affection Ihould not then 
Have nick'd his captainlhip, at fuch a point. Shakefpeare. 
Nickna'mf.. n.f. [nom de tuque, French.] A name given in 
feoffor contempt; a term ofderifion ; an opprobious or con¬ 
temptuous appellation. 

The time was when men were had in price for learning ; 
now letters only make men vile. He is upbraidingly called 
a poet, as if it were a contemptible nickname. Ben. Jobnfon. 

My mortal enemy hath not only falfely limnifed me to be 
a feigned perfon, giving me nicknames, but alfo hath offered 
large fums of money to corrupt the princes with whom I 
have been retained. Bacon's Hen. VII. 

So long as her tongue was at liberty, there was not a 
word to be got from her, but the fame nickname in derifion. 

L'EJbange. 

To Nickna'me. v. a. To call by an opprobrious appellation. 
You nickname virtue vice ; 

For virtue’s office never breaks men’s troth. Shake/. 

Lets feem thefe fads which treafons nickname force. 
Than fuch a fear’d ability for more. Denham. 

To Ni'ctate. v. a. [nitte, Latin.] To wink. 

There are feveral parts peculiar to brutes, which arc want¬ 
ing in man; as the feventh or fufpenfory mufcle of the eye, 
the inflating membrane, and the ftrong aponeurofes on the 
fides of the neck. Ray. 

Hide, n.f [nidus, Lat.J A brood : as, a nidc of pheafants. 
Nidget. n. f. [corrupted from nithing or niding. The op¬ 
probrious term with which the man was anciently branded 
who refufed to come to the royal ftandard in times of exi¬ 
gency.] A coward ; a daftard. 

There was one true Englilh word of greater force than 
them all, now out of all ufe; it fignifieth no more than ab- 
jedt, bafeminded, falfe-hcarted, coward, o midget. Camden. 
Nidifica'tion. n.f. [nidificatio, Latin. J The a& of build¬ 
ing nefts. 

That place, and that method of nidification, doth abun¬ 
dantly anfwer the creature’s occafions. Derham. 

Ni'dinc. adj. [from nfS, Saxon, vilenefs.] 

Niding, an old Englifo word iignifying abjed, bafe-minded, 
falfe-hearted, coward, or nido-et. Carenu 

N s°;r ********* 

Incenfe and mdorous fmells, fuch as of facrifices, were 
thought to intoxicate the brain, and to difpofe men to de¬ 
votion; which they may do by a kind of contriftation of 
thefpints^nd partly alio by heating and exalting them. Bac. 

The figns of the fundtions of the ftomach being depraved, 
are crudlatious either with the tafte of the alimenf, acid 
mdorofe, or foetid, rcfembling the tafte of rotten eggs. 

"Srr’iVi [f r tsrfhi'; 

laitc of undigdled roaft-mcat. 

The cure of tins nidarofity is, by vomiting and purging. 
Nmni A'Tmv „ /• r • r ■ %f*r on the Humours. 

y ’ La,,n ’ J Thcti ™ -f 

r=3S 

Ja» g h^4ibi«^T^.’“ Chi La,in - 1 The 

T , • , % nicc * Rlantagcnet, 

Led in the liand of her kind aunt of Glofter Shu R FIT 
While he thus his niece beftows ' * R ' III< 

About our ifle he builds a wall ’ 

NIGGARD, n.f. [ninggr, IHandick 1 A m'f ^hr. 

ih i „ r ^ did ’ f . av T cious ’ ararmud ‘ 

If thou do, then let thy bed be turned r* . 

weeds or mud. If thou do, let fome liT ^ g J 3Vel to 
wercs to fpoil thy beauty m H ardi make 

Be not z niggard of your fpeech. ShJf'k t 

Serve him as a grudging maflcr, ^ ^ Macbeth - 
As a penurious,;^ of his wealth. Milton's P n 

° f advicc no pretence • PMHt ’ 

“<Moffalfc. ■ „ CnV 

■». Sordid; avaricious j parcimonious. 


Dryden, 
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One fhc found 

With all the gifts of bounteous nature crown’d. 

Or gentle blood; but one whofe niggard fate 
Had fet him far below her high eftate. 

2. Sparing; waiy. 

Moll free of queftion, but to our demands 
Niggard in his reply. Shakefpeare's Hamlet. 

To Nj'ggard. v. a. [from the noun.] To flint. 

The deep of night is crept upon our talk. 

And nature mull obey ncceflity ; 

Which we will niggard with a little reft. ShakcJpenre. 
Ni'ggardish. adj. [from niggard.] Having fome difpofition 
to avarice. 

Niggardliness, n. f. [from niggardly.] Avarice ; fordid 
parcimony. 

Niggardlinefs is not good hufbandry, nar generofity, pro- 
fufion. Addijon's Sped}a tor, N J . 443. 

Ni'ggaRdly. adj. [from niggard.] 

1. Avaricious ; fordidly parciI'nonioSs. 

Where the owner of the houfc will be bountiful, it is not 
for the fteWard to be niggardly. Hall. 

Love is like a penurious god, very niggardly of bis oppor¬ 
tunities : he muff be watched like a hard-hearted treafurer. 

Dryden's Spanijh Friar. 
Why are we fo niggardly to flop at one fifth ? Why do We 
not raife it one full moiety, and thereby .double onr money ? 

Locke. 

Providence not niggardly but wife, ;» 

Here lavifhly beftows, and there denies, C 

That by each other’s virtues we may rife. Hr anvil. 3 

Tiberius was noted for his niggardly temper ; he ufcd only 
to give to his attendants their diet. Arbnthnrt tm 6 'das. 

2. Sparing; wary. 

I know your mind, and I will fatisfy it; neither will I do 
it like a niggardly anfwerer, going no farther than the bounds 
of the queftion. Sidney. 

Ni'ccardly. adv. Sparingly ; parcimonioufly. 

I have long loved her, followed her, ingrols’d opportu¬ 
nities to meet her; feed every flight occafion that could but 
niggardly give me fight of her. Shake/ M. IV. of JVindfor. 
Nicgardness. n.f. [from niggard.] Avarice; fordid par¬ 
cimony. 

All preparations, both for food and lodging, fuch as would 
onedetcft »i£!*rdnefs, it is fo fluttilh a vice. Sidney. 
NIGH. prep, [nyp, Saxon.] At no great dfllance from. 

They flhone 

Stars d iff ant, but nigh hand feem’d other worlds. Milton. 

Nigh this recefs, witli terror they forwy. 

Where death maintains his dread tyrannic fvray. Garth 
Nigh’, adv. 1 

1. Not at a great di fiance. 

The day of the Lord cqmeth, for it is nigh at hand. Jo. ii. r. 
He was fick nigh unto death. p/J i; 

2. To a place near. ‘ ' ‘ ' 

He drew nigh, and to me held, 

Ev’n to my mouth, of that fame fruit held cart 
Which he had pluck’d. Milton's PaiPdifc Loft, b v 
I will defer that anxious thought J J * 

by f “ r ’ """ ”W ^ght. Dry*. 

1. Near; notdillant; not remote. 

The loud tumult fliews the battle nidi a 

2. Allied clofely by blood. S Pr,or ' 

his^HSen tYTflhfe^fricndi f ° n AfanCS f ° Sto 

vance; to draw near. P ’ ^° a PP roac fi ; to ad- 

n, ;°JF c ^r. si 


, w fph“ B of t ,h by r his t0,,c " 

tal, and nighty of the fame bignefs. P C famo , mc - 

Ni ghness. n. f. ffrom nivh 1 r Locke. 

NIGHT, n. f fnautTrSw V Neamef *l Proximity. 

1. The time of darknefs • the tinPP?’ S f XOn 5 nuit > Fr J 
The duke of Cornwal a d R f ° m ?•”'?* t0 ,un -rffe. 
here this night. * d Re S an hls 'lutchefs, will be 

In the morning he fliall devour rk. Sha * e JP eare ’ s X. L ear. 
vide the fpoil. 5 devour the Prey, and at night di- 

Pharaoh rofe up in the night. 9 ™' x1ix - */• 

Fef rk 634 n nd drlnk ’ a,ld tar ricd all nioht 3 °' 

’Tfll htT fleCP ’ et them ^ep on g ' ^ 54 - 
A be gone, * 

And th eternal mprrow dawn, 

AnTthh ecurtains wil! be drawn; 

Wk ? J W o ken with light 

Whofe day 


Crajhatv. 

Dire 
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